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Introduction:

What are Plasma TVs?

Plasma TV and monitors are a new type of flat screen display that uses new technology and design different from other televisions. Plasma TVs can basically be thought of as having 1 million or more microscopic light bulbs arranged between glass plates. These pixels are illuminated by plasma gas, and are able to produce as many as 16.7 million different colours. Slim and slick, these futuristic looking TVs have almost lifelike images with their fantastic picture quality, and can hang on your wall like a picture. 

I. FAQ

Q What is a Plasma TV?
A  A Plasma TV is new type of flat screen display that uses new technology using plasma gas to illuminate a large number of light bulbs. Slim, slick, and larger in design, these futuristic looking TVs have almost lifelike images with their fantastic picture quality, and can hang on your wall like a picture. 

Q How Is Plasma TV Different from a standard TV?

A In essence, there are not many differences between a standard TV and a plasma TV. The main difference being the larger number of colours seen on a plasma display. 
Q What Can I Expect To Pay For A Plasma Television, and is it worth it?
A  Prices for Plasma TVs begin from around £5000 for a 50” screen, and from £2500 and upwards for a 42” screen. These prices depend on the brand or manufacturer. 

Yes, it is worth it if you want the latest and best in picture quality and design for your home viewing. 

Q What is the difference between LCD and Plasma screens? Are they the same thing?

A LCD (Liquid crystal displays) and Plasma screens use completely different technology, and have some of the following differences:

· LCD displays are used for things such as microwaves , digital watches, laptops etc and others. 


• LCD displays are also thinner, have smaller screens than Plasma, and have a better viewing angle.


• 
LCD TV's don’t suffer from “Burn In”.

Q What is a “Burn In”?

A  A “Burn in”  is what occurs when an image displayed on a plasma screen is in the same place for too long a time . This usually involves images such as logos of certain channels which remain on the screen. 

Q Can Plasma displays / screens be used on a PC?

A Yes, all plasma screens may be used as PC monitors if they have the right connections. However, most advise against using a  large display like a 63" screen so close to your keyboard.

Q How do you measure displays, for instance a 50”? 

A The industry uses a standard diagonal line for displays. It is the distance diagonally across from the bottom left to the top right corners.  

Q How does one clean a Plasma TV screen? 

Plasma TVs have a delicate screen, so a gentle approach is always wise.  Simply use a soft, scratch-free cleaning cloth to wipe away any dirt or smudges from the screen. For tougher grime, use a damp cloth to gently clean and dry thoroughly. 

II. How to Choose a Plasma TV

Some Basic Points To Consider:

· Your Budget vs Needs

· Where you will be putting the TV

· How much space you have

· The angle you’ll be viewing from

· How far away you’ll be sitting

Your Budget vs Needs

Before you rush out and buy that massively impressive new model, work out your budget and needs (such as room space etc) . Browse around for the various models and manufacturers available. Get familiar with the features that the different models have such as games adapters and split screen options, and narrow the choice down to one that will suit your budget and needs the best. 

Where you will be putting the TV and Your Space

Obviously a 63” screen would be unsuitable for a box room, so work out early where you plan to place the TV and the amount of space you are allotting for it. 

What Angle will you be viewing from?

Plasma screens can be viewed to perfection from up to 160 degrees to the side, enabling quite a number of viewers to circle around it. 

This of course is up to you. Your average plasma screen can be seen perfectly from u, so if you’ve got a lot of room for extra seats in your front room, you can get a fair amount of people around it. 

How Far Away Should I Sit From The Plasma Screen?

Early generation plasma screens are generally best viewed from between eight to twelve feet away on a 42" plasma TV and twelve to sixteen feet or more on a 50" plasma display. Currently the newer models of plasma television with the added technology can be viewed comfortably from as little as nine feet away on a 50" plasma TV.

III. Pros and Cons of Plasma TVs

Pros

· High Resolution 

· More brilliant colours than other TVs

· Perfectly flat screen

· Widescreen aspect ratio

· Perfectly Uniform Screen Brightness: No fuzzy spots

· 160 degree Wide viewing angle

· Ability to be mounted on the wall just about anywhere

· Lightweight and Slim Design
· Built-in Line Doubler which improves image quality

· Models come in extra-large screen sizes – mainly 42” and 50”

Cons

· High Cost

· Don’t last as long as standard TVs

· Not as slim in design as LCD displays

· Images have risk of “burn in” to the screen, causing problems. 

IV. Accessories 

Accessories For Your Plasma TV

Once you’ve decided on your plasma TV model, you can start thinking about accessories you may need for optimal viewing pleasure. Although there is a range of accessories available, the main thing you will be needing is what you will be using to hold up your plasma TV. When choosing the right accessories be sure to keep in mind the size and weight of your new TV as well as the space you plan to put it in. 

Pedestal 
This is a slick looking stand is usually used professionally and not at home as there is nor room for other accessories beneath. This is a sleek stick-like design with nowhere to place any accessories underneath
Standard Stand

This basic stand has an attachment for the TV on top and useful shelving below for other equipment like a DVD player, Playstations or other game consoles etc. 

Ceiling Mount

These adjustable mounts can be spun or rotated to be viewed from different areas of the room. 

Wall Mount

This works like hanging a picture on the wall, using a hook to place the TV flat against the wall. 

Adjustable Wall Mount

This mount has an arm that may be adjusted to rotate the TV, enabling it to be viewed from various angles around the room. 

Cables and Tuners 

Although you will be supplied with the basic cables to hook up your Plasma TV, but you might want to find out what additional cables or tuners you may be needing, for instance a tuner with a PC input and output . 

Speakers and DVD Players

Purchasing good-quality surround sound speakers and DVD machines, or a home theatre entertainment centre will enhance the experience of your Plasma TV, matching the exceptional picture display with superb sound.

V. Manufacturers
Most major electronics brands / manufacturers now produce an array of plasma TV products. To get a better idea of the different manufacturers and the varying components in their models, have a look at our list below or visit their websites. 

Fujitsu
http://www.fujitsu.com
http://www.fujitsu-general.co.uk 

Origin: Japan

Established: 1936 
Unique Selling factor: AVM – Advanced Video Movement 

AVM is a powerful chip exclusive to Fujitsu plasma displays, providing a superior quality image, and no missed frames as with some conventional plasma screens. 

Hitachi
http://www.hitachi.com
 http://www.hitachidigitalmedia.com
Origin: Japan

Established: 1910 
Unique Selling factors: AliS:  Alternate Lighting of Surfaces “Brightview system”

This system  can provide sup to 32% more picture area as well as superb levels of clarity and image resolution. 

JVC
http://www.jvc.com
Origin: Japan

Established: 1927 
Products: professional and consumer electronics, media products, research and development of computer products. 
LG

http://www.lgeus.com
http://www.dcdi-video.com/
Origin: Korea

Established: 1958 
Unique Selling factors:  DCDi – Directional Correlation De-interlacing

Its purpose is to eliminate jagged edges (jaggies) along diagonal lines caused by DCDi,

and enhances the definition quality, designed for video based material like fast-paced sporting events.

NEC
http://www.nec.com
Origin: Japan

Established: 1999 
Unique Selling factors:
· A motion-compensated 3D scan converter “delivers smooth, lifelike display of video sources and an improved 3-2 pull down converter provides excellent display of video content originally recorded in 24 frame/second film.”

• 
Capsulated Colour Filter technology “Provides extremely realistic and saturated colours as well as enhanced contrast.”


• 
Advanced AccuBlend “scan conversion provides precise display of computer-based information from non-native resolutions.”

Source: http://www.plasmatvs.com/
Panasonic

http://www.panasonic.com
Origin: Japan

Established: 1918

Unique Selling factors:

• 
New Real Black Drive System - enhances image clarity and realism helping select plasma displays reach their stunning 4000:1 contrast ratio.


• 
Mach Band Effect Enhancer - enhances the brightness of objects on the screen, helping improve sharpness and a vivid picture.

Source: http://www.panasonic.com/
Philips

http://www.philips.com
Origin: Netherlands

Established: 1891

Unique Selling factors:

• 
Digital Natural Motion™ 

“You want to enjoy smooth and realistic onscreen movements from any source. DNM is a unique digital signal processing technique that eliminates motion judder resulting in smooth motion.“


• 
Digital Crystal Clear™ 

“Enjoy the most natural, crystal clear images, “live” on your screen. DCC is an intelligent combination of precise picture settings which automatically delivers optimal contrast, colour enhancement and sharpness.”


• 
3D Digital Combfilter 

“Considered the best type of comb filter available, it separates colours and eliminates distortion to give you a razor sharp picture with breathtaking clarity.“


• 
RealFlat™ Picture Tube 

“RealFlat™ provides undistorted picture quality from any angle.”

Source: http://www.plasmatvs.com/
Pioneer

http://www.pioneerelectronics.com
Origin: Japan

Established: 1938
Unique Selling factors:

• 
“Pioneer’s exclusive Pure Drive™ keeps video signals entirely in a lossless digital domain, for greater signal control and far higher video quality.


• 
With Pioneer’s new Advanced PureCinema with 3-3 pulldown, film-based material on DVD, videotape, and even regular TV will match the smooth, natural reproduction you’d see in a theatre.


• 
ACE II (Advanced Continuous Emission II) uses 10-bit processing to produce 1,024 gradation steps for each cell—creating a palette of over 1.07 billion colours and delivering reproduction accuracy up to 16 times greater than competitors’ panels.


• 
Deep Encased Cell Structure: Each individual lamp is encased in its own “cell”, with walls on all sides so that light doesn’t bleed into neighbouring cells. This energy-efficient design allows each lamp to deliver a more concentrated beam of light, for truer colours and brighter images.”

Source: http://www.pioneerelectronics.com/
Samsung

http://www.samsung.com
Origin: Korea

Established: 1938

Unique Selling factors:
DNIe™ - Digital Natural Image engine

Apart from having the largest available plasma display (a meagre 63”) they have a revolutionary engine called DNIe™.

The DNIe™ engine consists of four parts:


• 
Motion Optimizer – Which Eliminates Noise


• 
Contrast Enhancer – Which boosts light and shade


• 
Detail Enhancer – Which sharpens the edges


• 
Colour Optimizer – Which shows natural hues.

Samsung’s dream was to meet that demand (for a higher quality picture) by creating a Digital Natural Image engine that could take a signal from any kind of source – conventional, high-definition digital, DVD, PC, Game – and turn it into a stunning picture on any kind of screen.

Source: http://www.samsungusa.com/
Sanyo

http://www.sanyo.com/
Origin: Japan

Established: 1947

Unique Selling factors:

• 
Plasma Dynamic AI (Automatic Image) Control

Newly developed control performs real-time corrections of light and dark colour gradations. Checks incoming signals to reduce flat areas, improve low contrast and increase definition.


• 
Motion Adaptive Digital Progression Conversion

Interpolation process eliminates the annoying flicker and blurring from action shots. Special circuits guarantee high definition images for more beauty and clarity.


• 
Screen Saver Function protects the display from image burn-in extending the service life of the display panel.

 Source: http://www.sanyo.com/ 

Sony
http://www.sony.com
Origin: Japan

Established: 1950

Unique Selling factors: Multi Image Driver™ X (MID-X)

Sony’s Proprietary WEGA™ Engine System consists of three key digital technologies engineered and designed by Sony. This all-digital processing engine has a unique digital imaging core for the best possible image quality. Multi Image Driver is one of these key technologies. MID-X is utilized in two ways. Its primary job is to scale all incoming signals, Standard Definition or High Definition, to the configuration of the panel without degradation of signal quality. It also provides unique picture and picture features such as Flexible Twin View™ Picture and Picture with the ability to view SD and HD on the same screen. These windows are scalable so you can zoom in and out making them larger and smaller.

Source: http://www.sonystyle.com/
Toshiba

http://www.toshiba.co.jp
Origin: Japan

Established: 1875 
Unique Selling factors:
HD Dynamic Contrast

This feature increases Contrast and Colour Saturation to create deep, rich images. The intelligent circuitry analyzes both the dark and bright areas of the picture, and separately optimizes the dynamic range in each area of the picture (Last year only dark areas were optimized). Picture enhancements include Luminance transient improvement, Green Enhancement, and Blue Stretch. This circuit is only active in Sports Mode, and is now available with all video signals, including 1080i.

Source: http://www.tacp.toshiba.com/
VI. Glossary

LCD or Liquid Crystal Displays

Technology with high quality images and slim designs mostly used in digital watches and laptop monitors.

Plasma

Gas used to light the many bulbs in plasma screens.  This gas is made up of equal numbers of free electrons and positive ions in approximate equal numbers. 

Resolution

The size of the images seen on computer displays and other TV screens. The higher the resolution, the better the picture quality and clarity of the images. 
Widescreen
Displays which let you view at a ratio similar to that in the cinema, 16:9, whereas standard TVs only offer a 4:3. view. 

VII. Links

Tiny.Com Plasma screen TV's 
One of the UK's lowest prices with special online offers.  

www.tiny.com 

Plasma television - buy now and pay later at 0% 
Buy now and pay nothing for 12-months at 0% APR on all products over £120. DVD players & recorders from JVC, Hitachi, Panasonic, Sharp, Philips & LG. Delivery included. 

http://www.flatdeal.com/
Which? Online - the latest buy plasma TV reports 
Up-to-date buy plasma TV guide. Expert assessment, results, tips and best buy advice to help you choose the best products and services. The premium internet-only consumer research and advice site. 

www.which.co.uk 

Find plasma TVs on eBay.co.uk 
Great deals on new and used products on eBay.co.uk, the UK's largest online marketplace. 

www.ebay.co.uk 

Deal Time Plasma TV products 
Compare UK prices on thousands of electronics products at DealTime. www.dealtime.co.uk 

Great plasma TV deals at Kelkoo 
Kelkoo is the unbiased shopping search engine that compares prices from hundreds of UK shopping sites to help you find great deals on Televisions available online. 

http://www.kelkoo.co.uk 

Plasma TV - compare prices 
The NexTag comparison shopping guide has prices, including tax and shipping, and reviews for products from thousands of sellers. Save on computers, electronics, mortgages, hotels and more. 

Plasma TV Buying Guide

Check out the best selling models and Plasma TV buying guide in this site. 

www.plasmatvbuyingguide.com/plasmatv/top10.html 

PC Mag Reviews

Reviews and research on Plasma TVs

www.pcmag.com 
Best Buy Plasma

One of America’s top Plasma and LCD TVs dealers online. 

www.bestbuyplasma.com 

Plasma TV
Excellent free info on Plasma TV

prices, options & alternatives.

www.getbestinfo.com
Beta5 Plasma Tvs

Find low cost Plasma TVs online. 

www.beta5.co.uk/plasma_screen
EC21 Plasma TVs

Find Plasma TV suppliers around the world

www.ec21.com
Kelkoo

Plasma TVs at good prices 

www.shopping.kelkoo.co.uk/b/a/ss_Buy_plasma.htm
Bizrate

Compare prices, check store ratings and read consumer reviews of Plasma TVs.
www.bizrate.com/buy/product 
