Top 10 Interesting Facts about Paraguay

· Paraguay is a small, landlocked country bordered by Bolivia to the north, Brazil to the east and Argentina to the south. It has a land area of around 406,752 square kilometers, about the size of California.

· Although landlocked and with no sea coast, the name Paraguay was actually derived from the Guarani word “pararaguay” which means “from a great river.” The river being pertained to is the Parana, which provides hydroelectric power to Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay.

· The largest ethnic group in Paraguay is the Mestizo. Currently 95% of the population fall under this group of people with mixed Indian and Spanish heritage.

· The two official languages in Paraguay are Guarani and Spanish. Guarani is an indigenous language spoken in almost every home, while Spanish is typically used for business and more formal settings.

· Majority of Paraguay citizens are Roman Catholic. Other religions include Protestant denominations and Mennonites.

· Paraguay is a constitutional republic (its official name is the Republic of Paraguay), headed by a president who is elected into office every five years. It also has a two-house legislative branch, similar to the United States.

· It may be a small country but Paraguay actually boasts of about 800 airports, more than a lot of major countries such as Germany, England or France. The ironic thing however is that out of 800, only 13 of the airports have paved runways.

· ‑​

· Dueling is actually a legal and accepted sport in Paraguay. However, the government mandates that both the participants must be registered organ donors.

· Although Iguassu Falls was once within Paraguay’s borders, it is not on the Argentina/Brazil border. Paraguay lost the War of the Triple Alliance in 1870, the bloodiest war in South America, and as a consequence, lost much of its territory to the three countries.

· Soccer is considered to be the nation’s favorite sport and Paraguay is proud of its most celebrated soccer player, Chilavert who is considered to be one of the greatest goalkeepers in the world. Another popular sport with the locals is futsal.

