How To Tile Your Shower The Easy Way

Your home is the haven that you ought to be able to go to at the end of a long work day.  For many people, their homes are the one place where they can let go of their worries no matter what.  And, one of the most comforting places in the house is the bathroom.  Nothing can help shed the stresses of daily life more than a long hot bath or shower.  Indeed, a lot of homeowners pay particular attention to this special room in the house.

One of the things that you can do to make your bathroom much better is to tile the shower.  Tiling your shower provides a lot of advantages.  One, tiling your shower adds beauty to it.  Depending on the style and quality of the tiles that you use, you can change the look and feel of your shower.  Two, tiling your shower adds durability.  There are a lot of high quality tiles available in the market – tiles that will not break the bank.  For a reasonable price, you can make your shower walls and floor more resistant to wear and tear.  Three, tiling your shower can raise the value of your home in case you are looking to sell it in the near future.

How do you tile your shower without putting too much pressure on yourself?

First, you have to strip down the shower stall. You have to do this down to studs.  Take note that you may also have to remove the ceiling and the shower pan as well.

Second, purchase a vapor barrier and install it on the walls. This is very important as without a vapor barrier, mold and mildew can grow between the tiles and the wall.  The best barriers to use are Wedi boards.   Alternatively, you may use drywall or cement boards.

If you do not use cement boards for vapor barriers, you will still need to put cement boards over them.  This is where you will have to put a layer of thinset, which will hold the tiles in place.  Before you apply the thinset, make sure that the board is a bit damp, so as to avoid cracking.  

When tiling your shower, you ought to start at the bottom.  Spread a layer of thinset for the bottom row and the press a tile onto the surface.  Before laying out another tile, remove the initial tile and check the back if there is enough thinset to hold it.  You should then re-apply the tile and continue around the walls to complete the bottom row.  Once this is done, wait for 24 hours before going through the entire procedure for each row.

When you’ve tiled all the walls, leave the tiles to set for another 24-48 hours.  The next step is to grout the tiles.  You will need 30 minutes to an hour (depending on the kind of grout you use) before you can wipe off the excess grout to get sparkling clean tiles.  This will need to set for another 24-48 hours before you can start sealing.

At the end of your project, you will have a whole new shower which can give you a lot of pleasure!

