How To Select Digital SLR Cameras

Cameras play a vital role in our lives. They capture special moments which we can keep and show to our friends over and over again. For many of us, life wouldn’t be complete without this very useful gadget.  

The digital SLR (single lens reflex) camera uses the same lens in viewing and taking photos and is the most reliable gadget for many serious photographers. But of course, even the amateurs can use it today because of its affordable price and amazing capabilities. Among its other advantages include a big and bright optical viewfinder, fast operation, large controls and ISO range, quality and interchangeable lenses, depth of field and high image quality even in situations with less available light.  

Today, there are three major kinds of digital SLR systems. One has big lenses and big sensor, the other kind has big lenses but small sensor while the third has small lenses and small sensor. The sensors in digital SLRs are normally bigger than those in point-and-shoot cameras. The role of the sensor here is to get quality image in dim light. 

If you’re a first-time consumer, choosing a digital SLR camera may be quite hard. The best tip is to go beyond the external features and focus on the system itself as what many veteran photographers do. An SLR system consists of a body, multiple lenses, flash units and several connecting cords. 

When selecting a digital SLR camera from among the many choices available, begin with the price range which you can afford. It’s best that you set a budget because you will need to consider other vital accessories apart from the camera itself. These are the lenses, batteries, memory cards, camera bag and filters. All models normally come with one battery and memory card but you need to have extra ones for traveling purposes. For the memory card, a 2 GB Compact Flash (CF) card can store around 200 images while a 4 GB card can hold approximately 300 images. A fast card can respond quickly to requests to review previously captured images. 

Assess too the purpose of the camera like what type of photography you want to engage in. Will you use it for just capturing family gatherings or will you use it for your hobby like nature or sport photography? Will you bring it when you travel? Think about this because most sales people usually ask this question when you visit a store.  

Consider the size as well. Will you be comfortable carrying the heavier models during travel? If not, get only the small and light models. 

Resolution is extremely important. It is measured by megapixels which are vital in how you will use your images. Bigger megapixels should be taken into account if you want enlarged photos. However, if you only want to print smaller photos or you want to email them to friends and relatives, then resolution should not be much of a concern.  

Finally, since maintaining your digital SLR camera is crucial, never take for granted getting the right cleaning accessories. The microfiber cloth is very useful together with a cleaning fluid in taking dust and dirt from your lens. 

