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I. Naming Your Baby

Naming your baby can be one of your biggest decisions ever as a parent.  After all, your child will have it for the rest of his or her life, whether you choose plain Jane, Tinkerbell or Elvis. Suggestions from everybody and anybody can also plague expectant parents, and while it can be helpful, most of the time it can also be very annoying (especially to hormonal pregnant women).  

Here are some useful tips to ensure you start off right in the baby naming game!

· Start discussing names with your partner as early as possible to set some ideas. 

· Keep a list of favorites handy so you can add to it whenever a name pops into your head or you get a good suggestion.  

· Don't choose lightly- remember that names are permanent!

· Be flexible – choose names for both sexes, and don’t be dead set on a particular one- you baby may come out with a face that says otherwise. 

· When all is said and done, remember that the most important criterion for a name is simply that you and your partner like it.

II. The Naming Factors

When deciding on what name would be perfect for your baby, here are some of the essential factors to consider: 

Culture and Tradition

· You may want your heritage and culture to be reflected in your child’s name.

· You may want family traditions to be upheld – for instance having a male name in the family passed down to every generation. 

· Your may want a name reflective of your religious faith.

· You may want to use a name from of this category as a middle name.
Harmony 

· How does the child’s name harmonize with your surname?

· As a rule of thumb, longer first names work well with shorter last names, and vice versa.

· Pass up first names that rhyme with your surname.

· Also, Combining a first name that ends in a vowel with a last name that starts with a vowel – is not a good idea. 

Significance

· You may want to choose a name with a special significance or meaning. 

· Also consider names after of those you have known and loved over the years. 


Individuality

· Most parents seek distinction when naming their child, so you may want to choose a name with a unique quality or not in the current trend (see Celebrity Baby Names).

· However, Take into account the embarrassment factor as you wouldn’t want your child to be ashamed for life with a name nobody can pronounce. 

· A good idea would be to choose a traditional or recognizable first name if the baby’s last name is unusual, and vice versa.

Nicknames, Initials & Hidden Jokes

· Anticipate any potential embarrassing nicknames or initial combinations such as Ben Oliver or “B.O.”, whereas Andrew Oliver is less likely to solicit teasing in school. 

· Watch out for names that could also harbour a potential joke such as “Nessie” or “Randy” (ok in the U.S. not in the U.K!). 

Combinations and Connotations

· Even if you’ve always dreamed of a sultry Mediterranean name like Pablo or Paloma and have no Latin connections at all, have a last name like Pilkington or come from Milton Keynes, then…..

III. Celebrity Baby Names

Alaia Stephen Baldwin 

Amandine John Malkovich 

Apple Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris Martin 

Assisi Jade Jagger 

Atticus Isabella Hoffman and Daniel Baldwin 

Ava Aidan Quinn/Reese Witherspoon and Ryan Philippe/John McEnroe 

Banjo Patrick and Rachel Griffiths 

Betty Kitten Jane Goldman and Jonathan Ross 

Blue Angel Dave Evans 

Chester Rita Wilson and Tom Hanks 

Cosima Nigella Lawson 

Daisy Boo Jamie Oliver 

Dexter Diane Keaton 

Dixie Dot and Bibi Belle Anna Ryder Richardson 

Elijah Bob Patricus Guggi Q Bono 

Gulliver Gary Oldman 

Iris Sadie Frost and Jude Law 

Levi Roan Green Uma Thurman and Ethan Hawke 

Mabel Tracey Ullman 

Maddox Angelina Jolie and Billy Bob Thornton 

Milo Ricky Lake 

Ocean, True and Sonnet Forest Whitaker 

Pilot Inspektor Jason Lee 

Racer, Rebel, Rocket Robert Rodriguez 

Ripley Thandie Newton 

Rocco Madonna 

Satchel Spike Lee/Woody Allen 

Seven Erykah Badu 

Taj Steven Tyler 

Tallulah Demi Moore and Bruce Willis 

Truman Rita Wilson and Tom Hanks 

Willow Will Smith and Jada Pinkett Smith 

Zola Eddie Murphy 

IV. Top 50 Baby Names in the UK 2004

Girls' Names 


 1.  
Chloe


 2.  
Emily


 3.  
Jessica


 4.  
Ellie


 5.  
Sophie


 6.  
Megan


 7.  
Charlotte


 8.  
Lucy


 9.  
Hannah


10.  
Olivia


11.  
Lauren


12.  
Katie


13.  
Amy


14.  
Molly


15.  
Holly


16.  
Ella


17.  
Bethany


18.  
Rebecca


19.  
Grace


20.  
Mia


21.  
Georgia


22.  
Abigail


23.  
Caitlin


24.  
Leah


25.  
Amelia


26.  
Eleanor


27.  
Emma


28.  
Jasmine


29.  
Lily


30.  
Elizabeth


31.  
Shannon


32.  
Jade


33.  
Alice


34.  
Courtney


35.  
Millie


36.  
Anna


37.  
Amber


38.  
Erin


39.  
Sarah


40.  
Phoebe


41.  
Abbie


42.  
Daisy


43.  
Zoe


44.  
Rachel


45.  
Laura


46.  
Nicole


47.  
Isabelle


48.  
Maisie


49.  
Paige


50.  
Isabella

 

Boys' Names 


 1.  
Jack


 2.  
Joshua


 3.  
Thomas


 4.  
James


 5.  
Daniel


 6.  
Benjamin


 7.  
William


 8.  
Samuel


 9.  
Joseph


10.  
Oliver


11.  
Harry


12.  
Matthew


13.  
Luke


14.  
Lewis


15.  
George


16.  
Callum


17.  
Adam


18.  
Ethan


19.  
Alexander


20.  
Ryan


21.  
Ben


22.  
Mohammed


23.  
Liam


24.  
Jake


25.  
Nathan


26.  
Connor


27.  
Cameron


28.  
Dylan


29.  
Charlie


30.  
Jacob


31.  
Owen


32.  
Jamie


33.  
Max


34.  
Michael


35.  
Kieran


36.  
Aaron


37.  
Brandon


38.  
Bradley


39.  
Kyle


40.  
Tyler


41.  
Louis


42.  
Alex


43.  
Jordan


44.  
Reece


45.  
Edward


46.  
Harvey


47.  
Charles


48.  
David


49.  
Alfie


50.  
Robert

V. Useful Links

Baby Names 

Search names and meanings. Includes naming tips and lists, with origins.

www.babynames.com/ 

Baby Names World

Features more than 11000 baby names and their meaning and origins.

www.babynamesworld.com/
Parenthood Baby Namer

Enter a baby name and find the meaning. Quick Baby Names Search .

pregnancy.parenthood.com/babynames.html 
Popular Baby Names

Features over 10000 baby names from around the world. The database includes names from major regions,religions, and languages. 
www.popularbabynames.com/ 
123 Baby Names

Offers a vast collection of names .

123-baby-names.com/

  

 Kabalarian Philosophy

300,000 names and analysis.

www.kabalarians.com
Muslim Names

Includes list of muslim baby names for both, boys' and girls', with their meanings. Also has the beautiful 99 names of Allah and names of the Prophet (SAW).

www.muslim-names.co.uk/ 

Indian Baby Names

Contains a list of names with their sanskrit meanings.

www.indiaexpress.com/specials/babynames/ 
Indian Baby Names

Indian Baby Names, World's Cutest Baby Pictures, Pregnancy Info, Nursery Rhymes and more.

www.babynamesindia.com
Irish Baby Names

List of 200 popular, unusual and exotic Irish baby boy and girl names.
www.babynamesofireland.com
