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I. Introduction

jewelry
     n : an adornment , as a bracelet or ring or necklace, made of

         precious metals and set with gems. 

   [syn: jewellery]
Jewelry has been worn throughout history by people of all cultures and times. In broad terms, the word refers to objects mounted with precious or semi precious gemstones and metals, or a huge array of materials- from feathers to bone! 

Jewelry Uses:

· Personal adornment

· Emblems of social or official rank

· Symbols of spiritual, religious, social, or political affiliation

Jewelry Forms:

Head: Crowns, Tiaras, aigrettes, hairpins, hat ornaments. 

Ears & Face: Earrings, Nose rings, and lip rings; 

Neck: Collars, necklaces, and pendants; 

Breast: Pectorals, brooches, clasps, buttons; 

Limbs : Rings, bracelets, armlets, and anklets; 

Waist : belts and girdles, 

Others: chatelaines, scent cases, rosaries , clothing. 

II. Buying Jewelry

Before buying jewelry, be sensible and arm yourself with some basic knowledge.  There are loads of rascals out there who’ll be happy to swindle the innocent buyer who doesn’t know the difference between a real diamond and cubic zirconia and so on. 

Below, you’ll find some of the important things to be aware of: 

The  Loupe

Professionals in the business use a magnifier, also called a loupe (pronounced loop), to inspect stones and other jewelry. A loupe has special lenses that allow our eyes to focus on an object at a much closer distance than is normally possible, making the object appear to be larger and revealing minute details not seen with normal vision. 

Obviously, looking through a loupe won't make you a jewelry expert (but you may certainly look the part!), but even a beginner can learn to spot basic characteristics:


• 
Cracks and chips in gemstones


• 
Larger inclusions and blemishes if you look carefully


• 
A close up view of the quality of workmanship in the piece

The 5 Most Vital Things To Know

1. Your Karats or Carats. 

 Karats refers to gold, and Carats are used in gemstone weight. Know the difference between 14 karat gold and gold-plated jewelry as the latter eventually wears away.  For more details see the GOLD section. 

2. Know the difference between naturally mined stones and laboratory-created gemstones .
Although they are virtually identical, stones created in the lab are less valuable and therefore cheaper than naturally mined stones. For natural stones, find out if they have been has been treated. Gemstone treatments -- such as bleaching, heating, or dyeing – are used to improve a stone's appearance or resilience and also may affect the stone's value.

3. Find out whether pearls are cultured or real. 

Real pearls: Made by oysters or other mollusks; 

Cultured pearls: Man-made made by mollusks whereby an irritant is introduced into their shells to cause a pearl to grow. Real pearls are fairly rare and expensive. The cost depends on the size, usually stated in millimeters, and the coating or "nacre" on a real pearl, which gives it its iridescence.

4. When buying a diamond, know the 4 C’s: 

These are: Cut, Color, Clarity and Weight, usually stated as carats, and each factor affects the price. Make sure you know how a particular scale and grade represents the color of the diamond you're considering. 

Remember: a  diamond can be described as "flawless" only if it has no visible surface cracks or other imperfections when viewed under 10-power magnification by a skilled diamond grader.

5. Always compare quality, price, and service of the sellers. 

Some Tips For Online Shopping: 


• 
Do your research and preferably buy from companies you know to make sure of its legitimacy before doing business with it.


• 
Before you buy, get the details about the product, as well as the shop’s refund and return policies. 


• 
Make sure you have the correct contact information like an address to write to or a phone number to call if you have a question, a problem or need help.

III.  Jewelry Care

Many jewelers provide cleaning as a complimentary service, as well as a check-up to be sure stones are safe in their settings. Taking advantage of this, along with regular cleaning at home, can ensure a lifetime of enjoyable wear. 

The Basics

· Regularly worn rings need periodic cleaning to remove the film caused by cosmetics, soap, and skin oil that may cloud the ring's beauty. 

· Remove rings before doing household chores and clean them regularly as diamonds, for example, are attracted to grease and collect oils in dishwater. 

· Remove jewelry before any activity, which might subject a gemstone to sharp blows and cause damage. This includes gardening, working with hand tools, or playing sports. 

· Always put jewelry on AFTER you apply hair spray or cosmetics. Chemicals present in either may cause damage, especially to cultured pearls. 

· Wipe pearls with a soft chamois or flannel cloth after each wearing to remove your skin's oils and salts.

· Beware under the sun or in tanning salons as some colored gemstones, such as kunzite, may fade. 

Storing Jewelry

· Protect your jewelry by separating it from other jewelry using a separate compartment in your jewelry box.

· When stored improperly, gems and gem quality items can damage each other. 

· Remember that diamonds will scratch all other gemstones including rubies, sapphires and emeralds. And, most gemstones will scratch gold, silver and platinum.

· Pearls need to be separated into their own silk or cotton pouch, and ensure they are clean and dry before storing.

Cleaning Jewelry

At Home

· Use a mild soap and water solution used with a soft brush is effective enough for most jewelry. 

· Always check with your jeweler before using commercial cleaning products as the chemicals in some products can damage certain gems, especially pearls.

· Use soapy water to clean pearls, and avoid getting the string wet as it will stretch or break. Soft brushes used in applying cleansers can do damage to pearls. 

· Invest in polishing cloths specifically for karat gold or sterling silver. Do not use paper towels; they can scratch the metal.

Home Ultrasonic Cleaners

· Best used for karat gold jewelry without gemstones. 

· Also may also be suitable for some diamond-set jewelry; however, the intense vibrations can loosen gems.

·  DO NOT use the ultrasonic on porous gems such as lapis, coral, pearl or dyed gemstones.

IV. Gold & Precious Metals

Gold

What is a Karat?

Definition: The karat system is used to state the amount of pure gold found in an item.


• 
24 karat (24K) gold is pure gold.


• 
18 karat (18K) gold contains 18 parts gold and 6 parts another metal or metals, making it 75% gold.


• 
14 karat (14K) gold contains 14 parts gold and 10 parts another metal or metals, making it 58.3% gold.


• 
10 karat (10K) gold contains 10 parts gold and 14 parts another metal or metals, making it 41.7% gold. 

Most jewelry is marked with its karat quality, although marking is not required by law. 

Solid gold refers to an item made of any karat gold, if the inside of the item is not hollow. The proportion of gold in the piece of jewelry still is determined by the karat mark.

Jewelry can be plated with gold in a variety of ways. Gold plate refers to items that are either mechanically plated, electroplated, or plated by any other means with gold to a base metal. 

Gold-filled, gold overlay and rolled gold plate are terms used to describe jewelry that has a layer of at least 10 karat gold mechanically bonded to a base metal. If the jewelry is marked with one of these terms, the term or abbreviation should follow the karat quality of the gold used (for example, 14K Gold Overlay or 12K RGP). If the layer of karat gold is less than 1/20th of the total weight of the item, any marking must state the actual percentage of karat gold, such as 1/40 14K Gold Overlay.

Platinum, Silver and Other Metals

Platinum is a precious metal that costs more than gold. It usually is mixed with other similar metals, known as the platinum group metals: iridium, palladium, ruthenium, rhodium and osmium.

Silver or sterling silver refers to a product that contains 92.5% silver. Some jewelry may be described as silverplate: a layer of silver is bonded to a base metal. 

Vermeil (ver-may), a special type of gold plated product, consists of a base of sterling silver that is coated or plated with gold.

Pewter items may be described and marked as such if they contain at least 90% tin.
V. Diamonds

Diamonds throughout history have been the symbol of love and romance.  Like true love, a diamond’s brilliance strength will not diminish with time.

The word diamond originates from the Greek "adamas," meaning indomitable, as diamonds were believed to offer protection and power in the face of danger.

The earliest written account of diamonds dates back to around 500 BC and the first recorded use of a diamond in an engagement ring was in 1477 with the engagement of the future Holy Roman Emperor Maximillian to Mary of Burgundy.
In the 19th century,  with newly discovered mines and developments in diamond cutting and polishing, the solitaire engagement ring was introduced.

The Tiffany mounting, presented in 1886, made the most of the diamonds brilliance by raising it up from the band. The design allowed greater amounts of light to enter the gem, allowing it to exhibit its utmost brilliance.

.   

Diamonds: The Basics

· A diamond's value is based on four criteria: color, cut, clarity, and carat. 

· The clarity and color of a diamond usually are graded. 

· Scales are not uniform: a clarity grade of "slightly included" may represent a different grade on one grading system versus another, depending on the terms used in the scale. 

· Make sure you know how a particular scale and grade represent the color or clarity of the diamond you're considering. 

· A diamond can be described as "flawless" only if it has no visible surface or internal imperfections when viewed under 10-power magnification by a skilled diamond grader.

· Diamond weight usually is stated in carats, with its weight described in decimal or fractional parts of a carat. 

· If the weight is given in decimal parts of a carat, the figure should be accurate to the last decimal place. For example, ".30 carat" could represent a diamond that weighs between .295 - .304 carat. 

· Some diamonds may be treated to improve their appearance in similar ways as other gemstones. 

· Imitation diamonds, such as cubic zirconia, resemble diamonds in appearance but are much less expensive. 

· Certain laboratory-created gemstones, such as moissanite, also resemble diamonds and may not be adequately detected by the instruments originally used to identify cubic zirconia. Ask your jeweler if he has the current testing equipment to distinguish between diamonds and other lab-created stones.

VI. Gemstones

Traditional Birthstones:

Garnet: January’s Gemstone

Amethyst: February’s Gemstone

Aquamarine: March’s Gemstone

Diamond: April’s Gemstone

Emerald: May’s Gemstone

Cultured Pearl: June’s Gemstone

Ruby: July’s Gemstone

Peridot: August’s Gemstone

Sapphire: September’s Gemstone

Opal: October’s Gemstone

Citrine: November’s Gemstone

Blue Topaz: December’s Gemstone
Gemstone Measurements

· Gemstones may be measured by weight, size, or both. 

· The basic unit for weighing gemstones is the carat, which is equal to one-fifth (1/5th) of a gram.

·  Carats are divided into 100 units, called points. For example, a half-carat gemstone would weigh .50 carats or 50 points. When gemstones are measured by dimensions, the size is expressed in millimeters (for example, 7x5 millimeters).

Tips in Gemstone Value

· Expect to pay more for matched pairs, sets, special shapes and cuts.- this is true for all varieties, especially the more expensive ones.

· When shopping for gemstones you will find low-to-medium quality gemstones set in jewelry, while a wider range of qualities are in unset gemstones.

· Most jewelers do not stock a wide selection of the top quality gems and will have to call a supplier for these.  

· Color is the most important value factor with Gemstones; so be careful when purchasing online as the differences between monitors make the color comparison of even the best photographs difficult.

· When shopping online seek out the better gem retailers who will stock and sell only top-quality gems, as well as offer a liberal return policy so you can independently appraise your gem in order to verify its quality.

Gemstones According to Color

Red - Pink

Rubies

Spinel

Rubellite tourmaline

Garnet

Sapphire 

Beryls

Kunzite 

Morganite 

Orange - Yellow

Padparadscha Sapphire (The rarest and most expensive of the orange gem stones)

Topaz

Citrine 

Sunstone 

Fire opal 

Garnets 

Beryl 

Green 

Emerald 

Tourmaline

Green Fancy Sapphire 

Tanzanite 

Peridot 

Green Garnet 

Blue - Violet

Sapphire

Spinel 

Aquamarine

Topaz 

Tanzanite 

Iolite. 

Amethyst

Gemstones According To Value 

Affordable Gemstones

Amethyst

White opal

Citrine

Ametrine

Peridot

Rhodolite 

Garnet

Blue topaz

Iolite

Chrome diopside

Kunzite

Andalusite

Ornamental gemstones: lapis lazuli, turquoise, onyx, chrysoprase, nephrite jade, and amber.

Prices for these gemstone range between GBP 3 and GBP 50 per carat for a one-carat stone.

Rising Stars

Tanzanite

Tourmaline

Aquamarine

Imperial Topaz

Tsavorite Garnet. 

Prices for these gemstone range between GBP 25 – 700,  for an average-to-good-quality one-carat stone.

Specialist Gems

Black opal 

Jadeite

Pink topaz

Chrysoberyl cat's-eye 

Fancy colored sapphires 

Demantoid garnet and alexandrite (practically “extinct” in rough form)

Prices for these rare gemstone range between GBP 175 – 3,000 per carat.
For truly rare pieces like an alexandrite with a good color change will command at least $10,000, even in a one-carat size

Collector's Gems

Spinels (Red and hot pink)

Zircons

Moonstones

Morganites 

Beryls and other rare gemstones.

Most of the gems in this category sell for hundreds to thousands of Pounds. 

VII. Pearls

Types of Pearls

Freshwater Pearls – Usually from China

Akoya Pearls - Usually come from Japan and look similar to Freshwater pearls, but have a slightly higher luster and are more symmetrical. 

South Sea Pearls - Usually come from the South Seas and Australia,  larger than Freshwater or Akoya pearls and cost more as well.

Tahitian Pearls – Some of the most expensive pearls available, and larger in size. 

Pearl Quality

Luster –

· Refers to pearl's light reflection. Larger pearls usually have more luster .

Surface 

· Pearls are imperfect as they are made by living organisms

·  Pearls can have bubbles, dents, or spots. 

· The fewer blemishes the more valuable the pearl.

Shape 
· Pearls come in a variety of shapes: round, off round, teardrop shaped, or irregular.

· Round pearls are the most valuable.

Size
· As a rule of thumb, the larger the pearl, the more it will cost.

Color 

· Pearls can come in an assortment colors, from pink to gold to black. 

VIII.  links

Gold Jewelry

www.gold-jewelry.co.uk
Find UK Jewelry Shops

www.somucheasier.co.uk/jewellery-shops-uk.html
Jewellery Depo 

www.jewellery-depo.com

Walsh Brothers 

www.walshbrothers.co.uk

Body Jewelry UK Online 

.www.bodyjewelryuk.co.uk
Fine Jewelry Retailers

www.finest-jewellry.co.uk
 Jewelry UK

www.jewelryuk.ronniebou.co.uk
