William Wordsworth

William Wordsworth, who was born on 17 April 1770, was orphaned at a young age. When he was eight years old, he lost his mother, and after five years, his father followed. He also got separated from the most important person in his life, his beloved sister, Dorothy.

William Wordsworth was influenced greatly by his two uncles, who helped him in his youth. Through them, he was able to study, initially at a local school, then later on at Cambridge University. One of his sonnets was published in The European Magazine in 1787, and this marked the start of his literary career. 

While traveling through France in the 1790s, he met and had an affair with Annette Vallon and this relationship inspired the poem “Vaudracour and Julia”. Wordsworth and Vallon did not get married, but they had a daughter, Anne Caroline. 

Wordsworth’s financial status improved in 1795, and he was able to look after his sister, Dorothy. He met Samuel Taylor Colerdige in the same year. Together, they started the English Romantic Movement, and this culminated in the publication of Lyrical Ballads, a collection of their poems in 1798. During that time, Wordsworth started to write a philosophical autobiographical poem. This poem, The Prelude, was completed in 1805 but was published some seven years after his death.


In 1802, Wordsworth married Mary Hutchinson, and together, they looked after Dorothy for the next 20 years. In 1807 Poems, In Two Volumes, Wordsworth’s second collection of verses was published.  

In 1843, he became England’s poet laureate. He died seven years later on 23 April 1850.

