Thomas Hardy

Thomas Hardy was born on 2 June 1840 at Higher Bockhampton, Dorset.  His father was a master mason and builder. His mother was well read and had an appetite for learning which he shared. As a child, Hardy was frail and considered even sickly. He entered school only when he was eight. 

When the Woodsford Castle was being restored, Hardy helped with the architectural drawings. His work impressed architect James Hicks, who made Hardy his apprentice. He went to London afterwards to work for Arthur Blomfield. This was when he started writing poetry, but several publishers rejected his work.  

In 1870, Hardy met Emma Gifford, the sister-in-law of the vicar of St. Juliot, a church he was tasked to restore.  She encouraged him to continue writing and, in 1871, Hardy published Desperate Remedies. Although this novel was not well received, Hardy continued to write. In 1872, he published his second novel, Under the Greenwood Tree and this was a success. This was followed by a serialised novel, A Pair of Blue Eyes which was published in Tinsely’s Magazine. 

Thomas Hardy married Emma Gifford, the lady who was instrumental to his literary success in 1874. They, however, separated sometime in 1896 after Jude the Obscure (1896) was published. Hardy stopped writing novels after this, and focused on writing poetry. 

Some of Thomas Hardy’s best poems (Poems 1912-13) were written after the death of Emma Hardy in November 1912. He, however, found love again. He married his secretary, Florence Dugdale in 1914.

In December 1927, Hardy was afflicted with pleurisy, and on 11 January 1928, Thomas Hardy passed away.  His family and friends wished for his remains to be buried at Stinsford, but Sir Sydney Carlyle Cockerell argued that his body lie at Poet’s Corner. The two groups, however, were able to reach a compromise. Hardy’s heart was buried at Stinsford, near Emma’s grave; and his ashes are in Westminster’s Abbey. 

Some of Hardy’s more popular works include Far From the Maddening Crowd, Return of the Native, and Tess of the d’Urbervilles. 
