Shop like a Sniper: Get what you really want, at less cost 
You worked hard for your money. Shopping is your privilege—nay, your right. But before you fork over $1,000 for a pair of designer shoes, consider that with just a little patience and self control, you can get more for your buck. Possibly two pairs of shoes and a jacket, maybe even something left over for coffee and a bagel. All you need is a little patience, and a few of these tips:
1. Buy because of quality, and not for the brand. Newsflash: everything is made in China. What you’re really paying for when you buy a designer label is the millions of dollars they invested in their advertising campaigns. So if workmanship and material are good, choose the cheap (in price only) articles.
2. Wait for clearance sales. If you’re lusting after a gadget, watch for announcements of new product releases. Stores will drop prices of older versions to make room for the incoming shipment. 
3. Read user reviews. Cool doesn't mean quality, especially when it comes to cameras, audio players, and other tech equipment.  Scour tech forums and magazines for the real score. 

4. Never buy a gadget right after it's introduced. It’s expensive, and it may have design flaws. Don’t be a lab rat; wait for the truth to emerge.  And if you wait six months after a new gadget's introduced, the price may drop by as much as half.
5. Find out when the sales are. Ask the floor manager when the store’s anniversary is. Inquire about signing up for a newsletter or club that gets updates on events and promos.  And check online for special deals.
6. Scope the territory before a sale. Drop by a store before The Big Day, fit the items, and if you can, hide them under the tackiest clothes you can find.  

7. The early bird gets the bargains. Be there when the store opens, before the crowd hits. Zoom in on the items you love (see # 6). And walk out triumphant.
8. Wear “combat gear.” With tank tops or leggings, you can try on a top or bottom without having to go to the dressing room. 
9. Don’t buy something just because it’s cheap. Junk is junk even if it is 80% off.  If it ends up rotting in your garage, you didn’t save money, you wasted it.  
10. Can an expensive item save you money? Divide the price by the number of times you see yourself using it, or even how much money it will save in the long run. Ex: an expensive food processor that will simplify your cooking routine is still “cheaper’ than ordering pizza each time you come home too late, and too tired, to cook.
11. Be informed. Salesmen, like wolves, can smell fear. If you look uncertain or overwhelmed by options, they’ll manipulate you into buying something more expensive. Know what you want (or at least have a shortlist).
12. Don’t shop when you’re depressed. You’ll only buy something stupid and make yourself feel worse. And eat before you shop; hungry shoppers spend more money.
13. Go online. E-stores often offer lower rates. You can always check out the product in the “real” boutiques to decide if you really like it, then hunt for better deals on the web.
14. Buy during off season. Buy winter clothes in summer, and you may get up to 80% off. And hit the stores at the very beginning of the new seasons for surprisingly good bargains as the sales staff test the waters for new products and fashions.
15. Check out flea markets. You can bargain down the price, and find unique items bigger malls don’t carry.


If you zoom in on what's really important to you – quality, reliability, and value – you're sure to hit the target. Like a sharpshooter, good bargain hunting takes a lot of practice and a minimum amount of talent and patience. If you have the killer instinct, you can be in and out of your objective with target achieved before the saleswolves know what hit them.
Do you smell blood? I do. . . 
