Money-tude: Living Rich
Do you see yourself as a gangsta of money? Do you know that someday someone will realize your true value and start throwing money at you? Do you live hard and fast, and spend money every day like it's your last?

You got problems if you do. Sure, that attitude works for a few – a very few – people, but if you're not born into it, money is a talent and a skill that takes real practice. Don't blow it on bling; instead, save it, invest it, and watch it grow.

1. Pay yourself first. This is the most basic rule of building up your personal wealth. Take ten percent off the top and send it directly into a savings account. If you have direct deposit, set it up so that ten percent goes directly to the savings account. After you adjust, you won't notice it's gone.
2. With the other 90%, set up a real budget. You should know where your money goes. Are you barely squeaking by, paying the rent, gas, electric, and eating? Or do you just have no idea where all your extra cash goes? Put your fixed expenses in your budget, mark the ones you might be able to reduce (like food and electricity and even gas), and then work with the remaining cash.
3. If your expenses seem like less than your paycheck, yet you still never have money, do something radical. Get an organizer with an envelope, and every time you withdraw money or get a receipt, put the receipt into the envelope. If you spend money and don't get a receipt, jot down a quick note to yourself: amount, item purchased, and date and time. After about a month, pull all those receipts out and analyze: are you blowing it all on Pub Night at the bar? Treating yourself to one too many pairs of shoes? Or were you eating fast food three times a week and not noticing?

4. Always pay on time – not early, not late, but on time. Paying early costs you money that you could have earned in interest in your savings account. Paying late racks up interest and penalties.

The most important part of living rich is controlling your cash, not making more dough. (By the way, it's called dough because it can grow by itself, just like bread dough!) It doesn't matter whether you're a million-selling rapper, a new lottery winner, or just a clerk at the 7-Eleven; control of your money lets you save it, which lets you make more money, which ultimately can make you rich.
And even if you don't get rich by controlling your money, you're gaining something: the security of mind you'll have when you don't have to live paycheck-to-paycheck. If you don't have to worry yourself sick about whether you could lose your job and wind up on the street, you'll do better in the job, which means you're less likely to lose it and more likely to be promoted. All because you saved your receipts.

