Grants for Cultural Minorities 

Due to cultural and ethnic diversity, many foundations have been establish for the purpose of giving assistance to individuals from under-represented cultural or ethnic groups.  Aid is not limited to individuals.  Organizations that deal with issues regarding cultural and ethnic minorities can apply for grants as well.  Aside from privately funded institutions, there is a plethora of government agencies that offer aid to minorities.  Limitations do not allow all of them to be listed here but let us go through the basic natures of these grants.  

For individual grants, the major qualification is, of course, proof that you belong to an eligible cultural or ethnic group.  A lot of grants for individuals of a minority group are educational.   There are a lot of privately funded grants for American Indians who want to go to college (http://www.collegefund.org/) or even take up post graduate studies (http://www.aigc.com/other-funding-opportunities/scholarships.html).  Another good source of assistance is 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.indian-affairs.org/"
http://www.indian-affairs.org/ .  http://www.blackexcel.org/100minority.htmAfrican Americans have a variety of options available.  Here are some popular sites:  and http://www.black-collegian.com/graduateschool/graduate.shtmlhttp://web.archive.org/web/20010628233934/ .

  

http://www.grants.govGovernment agencies offer assistance to native Alaskans and Hawaiians as well.  For a comprehensive list of  grants and scholarships offered by the government, you can visit .  Other institutions offer grants only for specific programs.  While some foundations are limited to certain minorities, others have a wider range of coverage.  Some programs are totally free while others, such as student loans from the government, have to be paid back.

For non-individual grants, a good source of funding regarding health of a minority group is The Office of Minority Health.  You can visit their site at http://www.omhrc.gov/templates/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlID=2 to find out specific grants available.  To give you an idea, they offer community grants for projects that will benefit a community of minorities.  They also offer research grants and scholarships/fellowships.  Specific projects regarding HIV/AIDS are also a priority for this agency.  The National Institute of Health offers numerous grants for projects benefiting minority groups.  You can visit  http://www.grants.gov  for more specific information.

Some institutions offer grants and other forms of assistance to NGOs who serve as advocates for minority groups.  Hispanics in Philanthropy (http://www.hiponline.org/home/ ) is one such group.  Grants for minorities are not limited to education and health.  If you belong to a minority group and you are interested in starting your own business, some foundations may be able to help you as well.  A very good source of information would be http://threehoops.com/.  They have a comprehensive list of private and government agencies which focus on giving assistance to minority groups.

