Divorce Dirty Tricks
While divorce can be one of the most emotional and traumatic situations couples can be in, it can also be the breeding ground for dirty tricks, especially where power playing lawyers and spiteful former spouses are involved. 

Today, divorce dirty tricks are a normal occurrence. If you happen to encounter any of the following, fear not, for you can always prepare and manage these scheming tricks. 

The most important skill to gain is being able to recognise a scheme from a mile away. Second, always remember to keep calm under any circumstance, even after you’ve recognised such a trick being played on you. Do not try to fight fire with fire, as this may worsen the situation, resulting in more traumas for you, and the rest of the family. Thirdly, when you find yourself locked in a divorce, ask your lawyer straight away for any steps you can take in order to ward off such schemes. It is best to always be prepared. If you can, get help from other parties. 

Also, it is recommended that you do not bring up such tricks yourself. Should your lawyer recommend taking such actions against your ex-spouse, do not tolerate it, no matter how vindictive you might feel at the moment. More often than not, your actions will haunt you years after your divorce has been made final. 

So what are these tricks that we are talking about? One such trick involves money and bank accounts. Your soon-to-be ex-spouse can withdraw all the money from your joint bank accounts, and transfer to them to his or her own bank account, leaving you to worry about the bounced cheques, overdrafts and other problems this could cause. You will especially be buried in more trouble if your spouse is the one who usually signs the cheques paid for the bills. 

Your ex-partner may also make use of the credit cards that you are a primary cardholder of to stock up on various purchases. More often than not, these purchases are highly expensive. This manoeuvre is usually effective at the very onset of the divorce, or a day before your settlement hearing. This way, the partner who holds the credit card has already taken responsibility for his or her own credit card bills, so he or she will be stuck with the bills after the divorce has been settled. 

A spiteful partner may also use the “starve out the other spouse” trick, especially if he or she is the main source of income of the family. He or she may refuse to pay the household bills or support the family financially until the courts require him or her to do so. This way, he or she can make you settle for an unfair agreement due to desperation. 

Your partner may even use your children to get back at you. He or she may file for primary custody, when he or she will actually agree to joint custody. He or she will only do this to get you to give up on another settlement, which is usually something that involves financial matters. 

Another trick is to file for a bogus petition to exclude you from the home, claiming you are abusive, so the family will need state protection from you. 

Keep in mind that some of these tricks can be successful, and can cost you a lot of stress and anguish. It will largely affect your relationship with your former spouse, and even your children. They may also lead to additional legal proceedings, which are unnecessary and costly. That’s why it’s imperative that you keep an eye out for these tricks, and even more important that you do not do them yourself. 

