Calculating Poker Odds  

Several websites will give table after table of poker odds for easy review. But unless you have photographic memory (or are willing to completely embarrass yourself by bringing print outs to the game), you’re left with the challenge of calculating poker odds on your own. This isn’t exactly easy—in fact, most people find the thought of calculating poker odds more overwhelming than actually playing poker—but you can make it work.

You can start by memorizing the common situation and draws. A cop out? No. While calculating poker odds is a skill any serious player should spend some time perfecting, you don’t have to reinvent the wheel. 
As for the other situations, the rule of thumb in calculating poker odds is to know your “outs” or the cards that can give you a winning hand. This should determine whether to fold or continue with the game—because really, why should you prolong your agony? 
Let’s say you have royal flush draw: A(s) 10(s) Q(s) J(s). Surveying the table, you suspect your opponent to have two pair.  You need a king (that’s 1 out) to make a royal flush, but you could also go with a flush or a straight. So all you need are another spade (2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9—for a total of 8 outs) or any other king (that’s 3 outs).  In total, there are 12 cards that could make you a winner. 
 A very simple way of calculating poker odds is the rule of Four-Two. On the flop, multiple your number of outs by four. On the turn, multiply your number of outs by two. It’s not exactly the most accurate estimate, but it’ll give you a rough, workable idea.  For example: you have 2 suited cards, and the flop reveals another 2 of that suit. Will you be able to make your hand? Since there are 13 cards in each suit, and 4 are in play, there are 9 other cards to make a flush.  With 2 cards, multiply 9 times 4 and you get…drumrolll…a 36% chance of completing your hand (compared to 35% on the odds chart, that’s not a bad estimate). Use the rule of Four-Two with caution, though, especially if you’re on a draw with a high number of outs.

Note that the example “reveals” what the opponent holds, something which obviously doesn’t happen in a real game. What that does show is that you always have to factor in what the other people in the table are holding, from the way they behave or the decisions they make. That sounds like a harder skill than calculating poker odds—but it’s the challenge that makes the game great! 

