Are You Eligible for Federal Aid?

It is true that the government is giving away a lot of money in the form of federal aid.  However, before you rush out to the nearest agency to try your luck, there are some things you should know. You should first consider whether or not you are qualified to receive any amount from the government.

There are numerous kinds of aid given by the government.  Depending on the specific type of aid, the eligibility requirements may vary.  Here are a couple of federal aid programs available, together with with their eligibility requirements.

Federal programs providing aid to students are very well known.  They are one of the most common forms of aid.  In order to be eligible, you must consider three general requirements: financial need, educational, and legal requirements.  First you must be able to prove that you are not capable of paying your way through school.  Then you must be able to prove that you are qualified to enter any postsecondary institution, accepted to that institution, and you must be able to meet the expected academic progress.  Last, but certainly not the least, you must be a U.S. Citizen or an eligible non-citizen.  The latter means that your status should either be refugee, asylum granted, Cuban-Haitian Entrant, Status Pending, Conditional Entrant (valid only if issued before April 1, 1980), or Parollee.  You must also have a valid social security number.  There are other documents you would need to sign but these are the major requirements.

After the Hurricane Katrina, disaster aid was brought into the front line.  In its FAQ, FEMA states that you must be a U.S. Citizen, Non-Citizen National, or a Qualified Alien in order to be eligible for disaster aid.  Similar to the qualifications for student aid, a qualified alien should have the status of refugee or asylum.  In order to facilitate the request, you need to sign a declaration of your status.  For non-cash assistance, these requirements do not apply.  If you want to file for financial assistance, the first thing you have to do is check whether your location is classified as a disaster area. Otherwise, aid will not be available to you.  If you have insurance, it doesn't necessarily mean that you will not be qualified for aid.  Many factors are considered and you may still receive some sort of financial aid from FEMA.

For other types of aid, the basic requirements are the same – proof of need and citizenship.  The details may vary depending on the specific agency.

