10 Qualities of a Good Grant Proposal 

The success of your grant application depends largely on your grant proposal.  It is therefore of utmost importance that you put a lot of effort into it.  Writing grant proposals is not a mere exercise in putting words together to express ideas, however.  There is a lot more to it than that.  In general, a good grant proposal should be:

Well-researched.  Most of the work in coming up with a proposal goes into preliminary tasks.  You should know about the agency you are applying to.  Do research on what kinds of projects they prefer.  Look into their guidelines.  If there are things not clear to you, do not hesitate to ask questions.  A well-researched proposal will show the evaluator that you are serious in your request.

Well-written.  As with any other document, the basics of good writing must be evident in a grant proposal.  Simple details such as proper spelling, grammar, and typographical errors should not be overlooked.  Put yourself in the reviewer's shoes; how would you feel if someone is asking you for money and he doesn't take the time to make sure his request is properly written?

Properly structured according to the guidelines set by the specific agency.  Do not improvise!  Follow instructions to the letter.

Impact-oriented. Why is your project important?  Who will benefit from the results?  Explain these things very clearly as this is the crux of the proposal.  You need to convince the funders that your cause is worthwhile.  Show them how passionate you are about your project.

Detail-oriented.  A good proposal is not all about emotions, however.  You need to show a logical plan.  Clearly state your objectives.  Then show how are you going to accomplish them.  Present a budget which goes hand in hand with an action plan.  Prove to them that you have thought things through and that you have a solid plan of action.

Sustainable.  Include the future in your proposal.  Go a step further and explain how you would sustain your project after the initial funding.  Agencies would like to fund something that doesn't die out after the initial excitement dies off.  Neither would they like to continue funding a project forever.  

Honest. Do not exaggerate and stick to the point.  

Visually attractive.  Enhance your proposal with visual aids and make it neat and readable.  Funders go over hundreds of documents, make yours stand out.

Complete.  Make sure that you have all the necessary documents required.

On time.  Deadlines are set for a reason.  Gain the respect of the agency by respecting their deadlines.

